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RECENT CASES. 251 

212. — The Common Council of defendant city on August 8, 1876, passed an 
ordinance authorizing the issuing of twenty year negotiable bonds to fund an 
indebtedness created by the city, arising out of expenses incident to procur- 
ing the removal of a county seat and its location in the municipality, and of 
the necessary public buildings. By the decision rendered in June, 1896, in 
Myers v. City of Jeffersonville, 145 Ind. 431, the validity of these bonds and 
an attempt of the city to refund them, under the law then existing, was de- 
nied, although the power of the Legislature to levy a special tax on the muni- 
cipality to pay all the cost of the location was affirmed, on the ground that the 
municipality receives a special benefit from the location of the county seat 
within its limits. The Const. Art. 13, § 1, as amended March 14, 1881, pro- 
hibits the creation of city debts beyond a certain amount. A certain act was 
passed after the adoption of the constitution legalizing the above bonds 
issued before the adoption of the constitution. Held, valid, no vested rights hav- 
ing intervened, although the city indebtedness, with such bonds, exceeds the 
constitutional limit. Although the location of the county seat and erection of 
the necessary buildings are not " public improvements or public works " with- 
in the meaning of the statute authorizing the city to donate money or bonds, 
yet they are of a nature affording such color of authority that the Common 
Council in issuing them will be presumed to have acted under the supposed 
authority of the statute and its requirements. The curative act, passed after 
the decision (supra) holding the bonds invalid, is not an attempt by the Legis- 
lature to exercise judicial power in violation of Const. Art. 7, § 1. One judge 
dissenting. 

Municipal Corporations— City Ordinance — Watering Street Car 
Tracks— State v. Canal & C. R. R. Co., 24 South. R. 265 (La.).— A city ordi- 
nance of New Orleans requires corporations operating street electric cars 
within the city limits, upon tracks laid down in public streets, to water their 
tracks so as to effectually lay the dust within their tracks. Held, that such an 
ordinance is a valid one, as being a legal exercise of the police power of the 
city. It is not unreasonable, as it tends to promote the comfort and conven- 
ience of passengers, as well as of inhabitants of the city. 

Municipal Corporations — Contract for Repairs— City of Kansas City 
v. Hanson et al., 55 Pac. 513 (Kan). — One of the provisions in a contract made 
by a city for the pavement of a street was that tne contractor should give a 
bond to keep the pavement in good order for five years. The city assessed 
the abutting owners to obtain the money to pay the contractor. Held, that 
the assessment could not be enforced. As the contractor must have charged a . 
higher price because of his agreement to keep the pavement in good order, 
this was an attempt to charge the abutting proprietors for the repair of the- 
pavement of a street. This cannot be done. When the street is once paved 
the duty of repairing the same is thrown on the city at large. 

Municipal Corporations — Regulation of Hacks — Reasonableness of 
Ordinances— Ex- Parte Battis— 48 S. W. Rep. 513 (Tex.).— An ordinance mak- 
ing it misdemeanor to " stop, stand or detain " any carriage or vehicle used in 
carrying passengers or freight on certain named streets, or in front of public 
hotels, except when actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers or 
or freight. Held, unreasonable and void. 



